[Resource allocation and justice in distribution of services in medical management of elderly patients].
This paper presents the most important arguments in medical allocation based on an analysis of the relevant literature. The main arguments of rationing scarce medical resources are scrutinized. Especially the use of age limit considerations are critically reviewed. The discussion takes place against a backdrop of aggravating pressure on old people as cost factors. As a basis for further discussion, the authors give a brief history of theories of justice in philosophy. Finally minimum requirements for a constructive and responsible discussion are stated.